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Welcome!

Welcome to HandLink!  You have made an excellent choice.
HandLink is the ideal solution for point of care patient
management.   HandLink is designed from the ground up to be
quick and efficient and is tailored to the needs of resident
physicians, medical students, and anyone who needs access
to patient data quickly.  HandLink gives you access to the data
you want and need, when you need it without the clutter of an
exhaustively comprehensive medical record.  HandLink can
manage your patient list and make you more productive in
your residency, clinic, or medical school clinical rotation.  You
can enter data on the fly and retrieve that data quickly for use
on rounds, telephone consultations, and patient encounters.
There are many patient management packages available for
the Newton OS, but HandLink is the only one that is responsive
enough to use on daily rounds.  HandLink gives you the data
you need at the tap of a button.

What do I need to run HandLink?

In order to run HandLink, you must have a Newton OS
compatible device, running Newton OS 2.0 or later.
Furthermore, you will need access to a Macintosh or Windows
based computer from which you may download the software.
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Chapter 1
Getting Started

If this is your first Newton OS device we recommend taking a
moment to acquaint yourself with the basic features of the
device.  Apple MessagePad users please refer to the “Quick
Start” chapter in the Apple MessagePad Handbook.  

Installing HandLink

You can install HandLink using the Newton Backup
Utilities or Newton Connection Utilities for Macintosh
or Windows.

1 Connect the cable supplied with your Newton
device from your computer to the communications
port on your Newton device.

2 On your computer, start the package installing
software (Newton Backup Utilities, Newton
Connection Utilities) and select “HandLink.pkg” and
“DrugList.pkg” for download.

3 On your Newton device tap Extras , and then tap
Connection .  Select your computer and the

packages should download.

Note
If you are having difficulty downloading a package to your
Newton device, first consult the documentation that came
with the device, and then call Apple Assistance at 1(800)
SOS-APPL if further assistance is required.
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Installing the Drug List database

Before starting HandLink, make sure to install the
“Drug List” data.

1 Tap Extras and then tap “Drug List Installer ”.

2 Tap “Install Drug Data”.

3 Tap the close box when the data is finished being
installed.

Note
You may remove “Drug List Installer” from your Newton
device after the data has been installed.  You may
accomplish this in one of two ways:

• “Scrub out” the icon in the “Extras” Drawer.
• “Select” the icon in the “Extras Drawer” and 

select “Delete” from the action menu.

Starting HandLink

There are two ways to start HandLink:

• If HandLink is on a card, insert the card into your
Newton device.

• Tap Extras , and then tap HandLink.

• Tap the HandLink button at the bottom of the
screen.

Quitting HandLink

To quit HandLink tap the close box in the bottom
right corner.

4



Chapter 2
Quick Tour

Here are some of the features of HandLink you’re likely to use
most often.

Scrollable HPI area

Pickers

Patient Demographics

Button Bar

Action Button

Filing Button

To Do Button

New Button Show Button

Close Button

Tap to switch views
Tap to bring up a blank patient entry

Tap to change the displayed list

Tap to view or enter To Do items

Tap to change the folder the current
patient is stored in

Tap to do an action on the current
patient such as printing, faxing or beaming.

Tap to close views.  This Close
Button quits Medicus.

Folder Tab
Tap to change the folder

When you first open HandLink you are presented with the
“General Info” screen.  Enter data by writing into the field or
tapping on the button as the field requires.

Tapping the Show button pops up a menu of other screens to
view.  Tap an item to view that screen.
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Tapping some fields in HandLink pops up a menu of choices
followed by an “Edit” choice.  Selecting Edit allows you to
customize the pop up list.

A major feature of HandLink is it’s comprehensive summary
view.  From this view you have access to all essential patient
data in one place.
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Chapter 3
Data Entry

When you first open HandLink, or when the New button is
pressed, you are presented with the General Info screen.
Tapping the Show button pops up a menu of other screens to
view.  Select a screen to view by tapping on the item in the
popup menu.

General Info

This view contains fields for general patient info.
Write or tap the information into each field.

Chief Complaint & History of Present Illness

This view contains fields for input of the Chief
Complaint and the History of Present Illness.  Write or
tap the information into each field.
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Medications, Allergies, Labs, ...

This view contains multiple lists.  Lists include
• Allergies
• Medications
• Past Medical History
• Past Surgical History
• Problem List
• Labs
• To Do List

To enter data, first select a list from the list pop up
menu.

Then tap .

In the view that appears write or tap in the
appropriate information.

Medications
There are two ways of entering patient
medications into HandLink.

1 • Select Medications from the list popup.
• Tap .
• In the view that appears, select the

medication for the patient.  This may
be accomplished by scrolling through
the medication list...
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... selecting a medication class...

...and then picking from the list...

... or writing in the first three letters of
the generic or trade name into the
search area, and then picking from the
list...
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• Select the dose, route, and frequency
from the respective lists.  If the value
you want is not available, write it in the
appropriate field.

• Tap at the bottom of the view.

2 If the medication is not in the database you
may enter in the drug information by hand
and then tap at the bottom of the view.

For information on editing the Medications
Data base see Editing the Medication
Database in Chapter 5 of this manual.

Labs
For information on editing the Medications
Data base see Editing the Laboratory
Templates in Chapter 5 of this manual.
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To Do Items

HandLink allows you to easily enter To Do items for
your patients.  To Do items can be scheduled in
advance of the present date, and your Newton
device can remind you of the event.  To Do’s are
ranked by priority.  There are two ways to enter To
Do’s.

• Tap the “To Do” button at the bottom of the
screen, and then enter the appropriate To Do data.

• Go to the “Meds, Labs, ...” view and select “To Do
List” from the list picker.  Tap the Add button, and
then enter the appropriate To Do data.

Patient Notes

HandLink allows you to easily enter quick notes
about each patient.  The notes are arranged by
Date and Time.

To enter in new note data tap “New Note” and
write your note in the space provided.
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Folders

HandLink uses folders the same way the Newton OS
uses them.  Using different folders can help you
organize your patient list.  HandLink provides 3 folders
at startup; “Admissions”, “Discharges”, and “Clinic
Patients”.  You may edit the folder list to include up
to 12 different folders.  For instance, if you are
following a few patients in the ICU you can put them
in a folder with the name “ICU Patients”, or if you
routinely follow patients in multiple hospitals, you can
specify a folder for each hospital.  Folders can either
be “global” or “local”.  Local folders are folders that
only apply to the application you are currently
working in.  Global folders appear in all applications.

To specify the folders shown in HandLink do the
following...

Tap the File button.  A list of the current folders
appears.  

By tapping New or tapping a folder and then
tapping Edit Folder, you can specify the folders that
will appear within HandLink.  To make a new folder
“local” check the “Show only in HandLink” box.

The changed folder list will now appear in the filing
slip....
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Chapter 4
Viewing Patient Data

One of HandLink’ major strong points is it’s ability to show you
the data you want, when you want it.  The main area used for
viewing patient data in a concise format is the “Summary
View”.

The Summary View gives you customizable access to pertinent
patient data.  You can view lab data, review the medications
list, check-off completed To Do items, scroll through the HPI
field, all with the tap of your pen.

Scrollable HPI area

Pickers

Patient Demographics

Button Bar

Action Button

Filing Button

To Do Button

New Button Show Button

Close Button

Tap to switch views
Tap to bring up a blank patient entry

Tap to change the displayed list

Tap to view or enter To Do items

Tap to change the folder the current
patient is stored in

Tap to do an action on the current
patient such as printing, faxing or beaming.

Tap to close views.  This Close
Button quits Medicus.

Folder Tab
Tap to change the folder

Viewing Notes

Notes are viewed by choosing the “Patient Notes” view from
the Show button.  View individual notes by tapping on the item
in the note list.
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Chapter 5
Editing Patient Data

Once data has been entered into HandLink, most fields may be
edited.  In addition to editing patient data, a number of fields in
HandLink have editable pick lists, and editable templates.

General Data

For most of the fields in HandLink, modifying the field by
changing individual characters, scrubbing out a field and
rewriting the field, selecting another item from the popup
list, or tapping a new radio-button is all that is necessary to
permanently change the record.  Most handwriting
changes are “undoable” by tapping the “Undo” button.

Medications

To edit existing medications in the patients medication list,
first select the “Meds, Labs, ...” layout from the “Show”
button popup menu.  Then select “Medications” from the
list popup menu.

Then tap the medication you wish to edit.  The medication
window will open only half-way, giving you the current
dosage, route, and frequency for the drug.  Tap the items
you wish to change to.
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...Then tap .  The medication list for the patient will be
modified to contain the new data.

Editing Customizable Pickers

Tapping some fields in HandLink pops up a menu of choices
followed by an “Edit” choice.  Selecting Edit allows you to
customize the pop up list.

• To change a pop up list item, tap the item, make your
changes, and tap .

• To remove a pop up list item, tap the item, and tap .

• To add a pop up list item, write the item, and then tap .
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Editing the Laboratory Templates

Caution: Editing the lab templates may cause labs already
entered into the patient record not to display - names of
previously entered labs must match the names for the
edited labs.  

To edit the laboratory templates do the following...

• Select the “Meds, Labs, ...” layout from the Show button
popup menu.

• Select “Labs” from the list popup menu.

• Tap .

• Tap the “Lab” popup, and select “Edit” from the popup list.

The “Edit Labs” view will open.

• To Edit a lab name or an existing lab value name tap the
item, change the item, and then tap .

• To Add a new lab value to an existing lab, tap the lab,
then write in the new lab value and tap .

• To Add a new lab, enter a new lab title and tap .  Then
enter in the lab values, tapping after each addition.

• To Remove a lab or lab item, tap the item and tap .

Note
The number of lab values is limited to 21 (the size of the lab viewer
window).
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Editing the Medication Database

Caution:  In order for the drug search routine to function
properly, each generic name in the database must be
unique.  If you enter in a generic name that already exists
problems may occur with the medication editing feature.
Before adding a drug to the database, search for the drug
using the search area of the drug list view.

The drug database is arranged by class, and further
categorized by sub-class.  When adding a drug to the
database it is important to place the drug in the
appropriate class or the drug may be filed incorrectly.

To edit the Medication Database do the following...

• Select the “Meds, Labs, ...” layout from the Show button
popup menu.

• Select “Medications” from the list popup menu.

• Tap .

The “Drug List” view will open.

17



• Select the proper drug class from the class popup.

• Write in the Generic Name, Trade Name, an initial Dose,
Route, and Frequency.

• Tap the diamond in between “Generic Name” and “Trade
Name”, and select “Add To Drug Database”

The new drug is added to the database, in the selected
drug class...

• To Edit a medication name, write in the appropriate
changes.

• To Add or Edit Dosage, Route, or Frequency, write in the
new value, tap the value picker at the top of the value list,
and select or .

Note
If you don’t get the choice to “Add” an item, clear the field by
tapping the clear button “<“, reenter the data, and then select
“Add” from the popup list.

• To Remove a medication from the list, select the
medication you wish to remove, and tap the diamond
between “Generic Name” and “Trade Name”, and select
“Remove From Drug Database”.

Note
This is not undoable!
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Deleting Data

To delete patient data, from various lists (Labs, To Do’s,
Allergies, etc.), do the following...

• Select the “Meds, Labs, ...” layout from the Show button
popup menu.

• Select the desired data list from the list popup menu.

• Tap the item you wish to delete, and then tap delete.

To delete other types of patient data, go to the data input
view and scrub out the data.  For more information on
“Scrubbing” see the manual that came with your Newton
device. 
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Chapter 6
Managing the To Do List

HandLink can display your To Do list in a number of formats.  To
view To Do’s for multiple patients, tap the To Do button, and
select “Global ToDo! List”.  A default list will be displayed that
shows To Do items for all patients within HandLink, arranged by
priority.

Changing the To Do View Format

To help you manage your patient list efficiently, HandLink offers
multiple ways to view the To Do list.  For instance, you may
want to see the To Do’s for a particular clinic day, or view the
To Do’s for your ICU patients.  

To change the way the To Do list is viewed, tap “View” and
then select from the menu.  The menu choices should be self
explanatory.

To limit the shown To Do’s to a folder check the “Current Folder
Only” box.  The folder can be changed by tapping the folder
tab popup, and selecting a new folder.  For more information
on folders see the section on Folders in Chapter 4.
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Deleting To Do Items

You may delete To Do items in one of two ways.  To delete
completed To Do items, select “Delete checked items” from
the “View” popup.  This will delete all checked items currently
being displayed.  To delete individual To Do items see the
section on Deleting Data in Chapter 5.
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Chapter 7
Printing & Faxing

Printing from HandLink is simple.  In order to fax you must have a
modem that is fax capable, and a phone connection.  In order
to print you must have a connection to a supported printer,
and the proper printer driver.  For Macintosh users, printing to an
AppleTalk compatible printer is easily accomplished over an
AppleTalk network connection.  For Windows users, the Apple
Print Pack must be used, which supplies drivers and a serial
connector cable for use with most serial printers.  For
information on the Apple Print Pack and supported printers, visit
Apple Computer on the World Wide Web, at
http://www.newton.apple.com/.

Printing or Faxing a Patient File

After connecting to your printer, do the following...

• Make sure you are viewing the patient you wish to print.

• Tap the Action button and select “Print Patient” from the
popup list.

• In the slip that appears, make sure that the selected format
is “Patient”.

• Tap “Print”.
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Printing or Faxing a Checkout List

After connecting to your printer, do the following...

• Tap the Action button and select “Print Patient” from the
popup list.

• In the slip that appears, make sure that the selected format
is “Checkout List”.

• Tap “Print”.
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Chapter 8
Beaming

Beaming is a simple but powerful feature of HandLink.  When
you beam patients, all the data HandLink has stored on that
patient is beamed to another Newton device.  This is
particularly useful for beaming Checkout Lists.  The receiving
Newton device would contain all the data you have on your
patients.  As the person on call, you would have all the To Do
items, Allergies, Medications, Past Medical History, Lab Data,
etc. of patients you were not personally following.  This makes
for easier, more informed decisions, and much safer patient
care than if you had only a written or verbal checkout.

Beaming a Patient

• Make sure you are viewing the patient you wish to beam.

• Point you Newton OS device at the receiving device, tap
the Action button and select “Beam” from the popup list.

Beaming a Checkout List

• Go to the “Overview” screen by tapping the overview
button.

• Select the patients you wish to beam.

• Point you Newton OS device at the receiving device, tap
the Action button and select “Beam” from the popup list.

Note
Beamed patients will be stored in the “Unfiled Patients” folder on the
receiving device.
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Appendix

Expanding for improved Handwriting Recognition

To improve the speed and accuracy of written data input we
recommend using expansions .  Expansions go into your user
dictionary.  Whenever the Newton OS sees an expansion word,
it will expand the word based on what is entered into the
dictionary.  For instance, “pt” can stand for “patient”.  Every
time you write “pt” the word “patient” will appear instead.

To add expansions to the user dictionary do the following...

• Bring up the keyboard by double tapping an entry field.

• Tap to bring up the dictionary.

• Type in the word you wish expanded and then tap Expand.
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• Type in the expansion word or phrase and then tap Add.

Registration & Support

Because we are selling HandLink directly over the internet, you
will automatically be registered and placed in our database.
For technical support we are available via email at the
following address...

support@simplemed.com

How to Contact Morgan Creek Medical

For questions of a technical nature regarding your copy of
HandLink please contact us at the above email address.

Other ways of contacting us.

General Info (email)
info@simplemed.com

Sales Info (email)
sales@simplemed.com

Snail Mail
Morgan Creek Medical, Inc.
5817 Erhardt Drive
Riverview, Flordia 33569

Web
http://www.simplemed.com
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Morgan Creek Medical, Inc. Software License Agreement
PLEASE READ THIS LICENSE CAREFULLY BEFORE USING THE SOFTWARE.  BY USING THE SOFTWARE, YOU ARE
AGREEING TO BE BOUND BY THE TERMS OF THIS LICENSE.  IF YOU DO NOT AGREE TO THE TERMS OF THIS
LICENSE, PROMPTLY RETURN THE SOFTWARE TO THE PLACE WHERE YOU OBTAINED IT AND YOUR MONEY WILL
BE REFUNDED.

1. License. The application, demonstration, system and other software accompanying this License,
whether on disk, in read only memory, or on any other media (the "MCM Software"), and the related
documentation are licensed to you by Morgan Creek Medical, Inc ("MCM").  The term “MCM Software” also
shall include any upgrades, modified versions or updates of the Software licensed to you by MCM.  You
own the media on which the MCM Software is recorded but MCM and/or MCM's Licenser(s) retain title to
the MCM Software and related documentation. This License allows you to use the MCM Software on a single
computer and make one copy of the MCM Software in machine-readable form for backup purposes only.
You must reproduce on such copy the MCM copyright notice and any other proprietary legends that were
on the original copy of the MCM Software. You may also transfer all your license rights in the MCM Software,
the backup copy of the MCM Software, the related documentation and a copy of this License to another
party, provided the other party reads and agrees to accept the terms and conditions of this License.

2. Restrictions. The MCM Software contains copyrighted material, trade secrets and other proprietary
material and in order to protect them you may not decompile, reverse engineer, disassemble or otherwise
reduce the MCM Software to a human-perceivable form.  You may not modify, network, rent, lease, loan,
distribute or create derivative works based upon the MCM Software in whole or in part.  You may not
electronically transmit the MCM Software from one computer to another or over a network.

3. Termination. This License is effective until terminated.  You may terminate this License at any time by
destroying the MCM Software, related documentation and all copies thereof.  This License will terminate
immediately without notice from MCM if you fail to comply with any provision of this License.  Upon
termination you must destroy the MCM Software, related documentation and all copies thereof.

4. Export Law Assurances. You agree and certify that neither the MCM Software nor any other technical
data received from MCM, nor the direct product thereof, will be exported outside the United States except
as authorized and as permitted by the laws and regulations of the United States. If the MCM Software has
been rightfully obtained by you outside of the United States, you agree that you will not re-export the MCM
Software nor any other technical data received from MCM, nor the direct product thereof, except as
permitted by the laws and regulations of the United States and the laws and regulations of the jurisdiction in
which you obtained the MCM Software.

5. Government End Users. If you are acquiring the MCM Software on behalf of any unit or agency of the
United States Government, the following provisions apply.  The Government agrees:

(i) if the MCM Software are supplied to the Department of  Defense (DoD), the MCM Software are classified
as  "Commercial Computer Software" and the Government is acquiring only  "restricted rights" in the MCM
Software and its documentation as that term is defined in Clause 252.227-7013(c)(1) of the  DFARS; and 

(ii) if the MCM Software are supplied to any unit or agency of t United States Government other than DoD,
the Government's  rights in the MCM Software, its documentation will be as defined in Clause 52.227-
19(c)(2) of the FAR or, in the case of NASA  in Clause 18-52.227-86(d) of the NASA Supplement to the FAR.

6. Disclaimer of Warranty on MCM Software. You expressly acknowledge and agree that use of the MCM
Software is at your sole risk.  The MCM Software and related documentation are provided AS IS and without
warranty of any kind and MCM and MCM's Licenser(s) (for the purposes of provisions 6 and 7, MCM and
MCM's Licenser(s) shall be collectively referred to as "MCM") EXPRESSLY DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES, EXPRESS
OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS
FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  MCM DOES NOT WARRANT THAT THE FUNCTIONS CONTAINED IN THE MCM
SOFTWARE WILL MEET YOUR REQUIREMENTS,OR THAT THE OPERATION OF THE MCM SOFTWARE WILL BE
UNINTERRUPTED OR ERROR-FREE, OR THAT DEFECTS IN THE MCM SOFTWARE WILL BE CORRECTED.
FURTHERMORE, MCM DOES NOT WARRANT OR MAKE ANY REPRESENTATIONS REGARDING THE USE OR THE
RESULTS OF THE USE OF THE MCM SOFTWARE OR RELATED DOCUMENTATION IN TERMS OF THEIR
CORRECTNESS, ACCURACY, RELIABILITY, OR OTHERWISE.  NO ORAL OR WRITTEN INFORMATION OR ADVICE
GIVEN BY MCM OR AN MCM AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE SHALL CREATE A WARRANTY OR IN ANY WAY
INCREASE THE SCOPE OF THIS WARRANTY.  SHOULD THE MCM SOFTWARE PROVE DEFECTIVE, YOU (AND NOT
MCM OR AN MCM AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE) ASSUME THE ENTIRE COST OF ALL NECESSARY SERVICING,
REPAIR OR CORRECTION. SOME JURISDICTIONS DO NOT ALLOW THE EXCLUSION OF IMPLIED WARRANTIES, SO
THE ABOVE EXCLUSION MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU.

7. Limitation of Liability. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE, SHALL MCM BE LIABLE FOR
ANY INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES THAT RESULT FROM THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE
THE MCM SOFTWARE OR RELATED DOCUMENTATION, EVEN IF MCM OR AN MCM AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES.  SOME JURISDICTIONS DO NOT
ALLOW THE LIMITATION OR EXCLUSION OF LIABILITY FOR INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES SO THE
ABOVE LIMITATION OR EXCLUSION MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU. In no event shall MCM's total liability to you for all
damages, losses, and causes of action (whether in contract, tort (including negligence) or otherwise)
exceed the amount paid by you for the MCM Software.

8. Controlling Law and Severability. This License shall be governed by and construed in accordance with
the laws of the United States.  If for any reason a court of competent jurisdiction finds any provision of this
License, or portion thereof, to be unenforceable, that provision of the License shall be enforced to the
maximum extent permissible so as to effect the intent of the parties, and the remainder of this License shall
continue in full force and effect.

9. Complete Agreement. This License constitutes the entire agreement between the parties with respect to
the use of the MCM Software, related documentation, and supersedes all prior or contemporaneous
understandings or agreements, written or oral, regarding such subject matter. No amendment to or
modification of this License will be binding unless in writing and signed by a duly authorized representative
of MCM.
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HandLink was designed on an Apple Power Macintosh computer using
the following products......

Newton Toolkit 1.6.3(Apple) Code
Claris Draw (Claris) Graphics, Icons
PhotoShop 3.0 (Adobe) Logo, Manual Art
MacWrite Pro (Claris) Manual Text and Layout
Adobe Acrobat 3.0 (Adobe) PDF generation
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